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Abstract

This study examines the spirituality of love in the Bible and its relevance to the challenges
of globalization through a theological-ethical analysis. The article addresses three central
concerns: how biblical teachings on love are understood as a foundation for spiritual and
social life, how the values of love are expressed in contemporary Christian social practice,
and what challenges globalization presents to the practice of those values. This study
employs a qualitative design based on library research, drawing on biblical texts,
theological works, and relevant scholarly literature on Christian ethics, spirituality, and
globalization. The analysis shows that the spirituality of love in the Bible, especially as
expressed through the concept of agape, functions as a theological and ethical framework
that connects devotion to God with responsibility toward others. The study also finds that
the values of love continue to shape Christian life in such areas as family, education,
church ministry, and public engagement. At the same time, the practice of love faces
significant pressures in the contemporary world, including materialism, individualism,
consumerism, technological transformation, and secularization. In this context, the
spirituality of love remains relevant as an ethical resource for sustaining compassion,
solidarity, justice, and human dignity in an increasingly globalized society.
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Abstrak
Penelitian ini mengkaji spiritualitas cinta kasih dalam Bibel dan relevansinya terhadap
tantangan globalisasi melalui analisis teologis-etis. Artikel ini berfokus pada tiga
persoalan utama, yaitu bagaimana ajaran Bibel tentang cinta kasih dipahami sebagai dasar
kehidupan spiritual dan sosial, bagaimana nilai-nilai cinta kasih diwujudkan dalam
praktik sosial Kristen kontemporer, dan tantangan apa saja yang dihadirkan globalisasi
terhadap penerapan nilai-nilai tersebut. Penelitian ini menggunakan desain kualitatif
berbasis studi kepustakaan dengan bertumpu pada teks-teks biblis, karya-karya teologis,
dan literatur ilmiah yang relevan mengenai etika Kristen, spiritualitas, dan globalisasi.
Hasil analisis menunjukkan bahwa spiritualitas cinta kasih dalam Bibel, terutama
sebagaimana diekspresikan melalui konsep agape, berfungsi sebagai kerangka teologis
dan etis yang menghubungkan pengabdian kepada Allah dengan tanggung jawab terhadap
sesama. Kajian ini juga menunjukkan bahwa nilai-nilai cinta kasih tetap membentuk
kehidupan Kristen dalam ranah keluarga, pendidikan, pelayanan gereja, dan keterlibatan
di ruang publik. Pada saat yang sama, praktik cinta kasih menghadapi tekanan yang cukup
besar dalam dunia kontemporer, termasuk materialisme, individualisme, konsumerisme,
transformasi teknologi, dan sekularisasi. Dalam konteks tersebut, spiritualitas cinta kasih
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tetap relevan sebagai sumber etis untuk menopang kasih sayang, solidaritas, keadilan, dan
martabat manusia di tengah masyarakat yang semakin terglobalisasi.

Kata Kunci: Spiritualitas, Cinta Kasih, Bibel, Etika Kristen, Globalisasi

skeksk

A. Introduction

The spirituality of love is one of the most central teachings in the Bible and
remains an ethical foundation of Christian faith and practice. In biblical thought,
spirituality refers to the deepest dimension of human life, one that is closely tied to the
search for meaning, purpose, and relationship with God (Sitindaon, 2025). In this
tradition, love is understood as more than emotion. It is a moral commitment expressed
through compassion, justice, sacrifice, and respect for the dignity of others (Tumimomor
et al., 2025). This teaching is clearly affirmed in Jesus Christ’s command to love God
with all one’s heart and to love one’s neighbor as oneself (Matthew 22:37-39). The
spirituality of love therefore carries both a theological dimension, grounded in humanity’s
relationship with God, and a social dimension, expressed through ethical responsibility
toward others.

In Christian theology, love, often articulated through the concept of agape,
occupies a central place in shaping the spiritual and moral life of believers. Nygren (1982)
describes agape as self-giving and unconditional love that originates in God and serves
as the foundation of Christian ethics. Volf (2011) likewise argues that Christian love is
not simply a personal spiritual value. It also functions as a social ethic that shapes human
relationships and responsibility within society. These perspectives show that the
spirituality of love in the Bible has implications that extend beyond individual faith into
broader ethical and social life. At the same time, contemporary society is increasingly
shaped by globalization, which has transformed economic, technological, cultural, and
social life at a rapid pace. Globalization has intensified connections across societies, but
it has also introduced new ethical and social pressures. Giddens (1990) argues that
globalization restructures social relations across time and space, producing complex
interactions that influence values, identities, and patterns of everyday life. Alongside its
benefits, such as technological progress, wider access to information, and global
communication, globalization has also deepened problems associated with individualism,
materialism, consumerism, and the erosion of social solidarity.

One particularly significant aspect of globalization is the rapid development of
digital technology and Artificial Intelligence (AI), both of which increasingly shape
human interaction, communication, and decision-making (Florea & Croitoru, 2025).
Although these developments contribute to efficiency and innovation, they can also alter
patterns of social relation and reduce direct human engagement, with consequences for
empathy and communal responsibility (Miftahul Huda & Irwansyah Suwahyu, 2024). In
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this setting, the ethical values embedded in biblical spirituality, especially the spirituality
of love, become increasingly important as a moral resource for responding to these social
changes.

Previous studies on Christian spirituality have examined the theological meaning
of love in the Bible and its moral significance for Christian life. Yet much of this
scholarship remains centered on doctrinal explanation and gives limited attention to how
the biblical spirituality of love can be interpreted critically in relation to contemporary
globalization. This leaves a gap in the literature, particularly in efforts to connect biblical
theology with broader social theories of globalization. This study addresses that gap by
examining the spirituality of love in the Bible through a theological-ethical lens and by
exploring its relevance to the challenges of globalization. By bringing biblical teachings
on love into conversation with contemporary social realities, this article seeks to clarify
how the spirituality of love can serve as an ethical response to individualism, materialism,
technological transformation, and the weakening of social solidarity in global society.
Accordingly, this study aims to examine the concept of the spirituality of love in the Bible
and to analyze its relevance as a theological-ethical response to the challenges of
globalization. The findings are expected to contribute to Christian theological
scholarship, especially in the areas of biblical spirituality and social ethics, while also
showing how biblical values of love remain meaningful in contemporary global society.

B. Methods

This study employs a qualitative design using library research to examine and
interpret theological and conceptual discussions on the spirituality of love in the Bible
and its relevance to the challenges of globalization. This approach was chosen because
the study is centered on texts, ideas, and scholarly arguments rather than field-based data.
The primary sources consist of biblical passages related to the commandment of love and
the concept of agape within the Christian tradition, especially texts such as Matthew
22:37-39 and Mark 12:28-34. Secondary sources include books, journal articles, and
other academic publications on biblical theology, Christian ethics, spirituality, and
globalization.

The literature was selected on the basis of three main criteria: its relevance to the
themes of biblical spirituality and love, its academic credibility, and its engagement with
contemporary social issues associated with globalization. Data collection was carried out
through a systematic review of relevant literature by identifying, reading, and selecting
sources that offer conceptual and theoretical insight into the relationship between biblical
teachings on love and present-day global social conditions. This process made it possible
to gather sources that were directly aligned with the scope and objectives of the study.

The data were analyzed qualitatively through three interrelated stages:
interpretation, categorization, and synthesis. First, biblical texts and theological writings
were interpreted to clarify the meaning and theological significance of the spirituality of
love within the Christian tradition. Second, the findings were organized into thematic
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categories, including the theological meaning of agape, its ethical implications in
Christian life, and the social challenges associated with globalization. Third, these themes
were synthesized to examine how the biblical spirituality of love can function as a
theological-ethical response to contemporary global conditions. Through this process, the
study connects biblical theological insights with present social realities and shows how
the values of love can be understood as an ethical framework for addressing current
challenges.

C. Results and Discussion
1. Biblical Spirituality of Love as an Ethical Foundation for Social Life

The literature examined in this study shows that love in the Bible functions as
more than a theological doctrine. It also serves as an ethical framework that shapes social
relationships. Through the interpretation of biblical texts and theological scholarship, the
spirituality of love, especially in its association with agape, emerges as a guiding principle
that directs human life toward justice, solidarity, and responsibility in social relations. In
Christian theology, spirituality refers to a way of life shaped by one’s relationship with
God and expressed through ethical practice in everyday life. It is therefore not confined
to worship or formal religious observance. It extends to the broader orientation of
believers as they seek to embody Gospel values in concrete social settings. In this sense,
spirituality involves understanding, experiencing, and living in ways that reflect God’s
love in relation to other people and the wider world (Melan Melan et al., 2024).

The literature further suggests that agape represents unconditional love grounded
in the nature and character of God. Because God is understood as the source of love,
human life and social relationships are expected to reflect that love through compassion,
solidarity, respect for human dignity, and social responsibility. Abraham (2025) argues
that, within Christian moral theology, love functions as the central orientation of ethical
action. It shapes both the human relationship with God and the attitudes and practices that
govern social life. Based on the synthesis of the selected sources, the biblical spirituality
of love can be discussed through three closely related dimensions. First, the theological
dimension concerns the relationship between human beings and God as the basis of
spiritual life. Biblical teachings present love as originating in God and as central to human
identity and purpose. The commandment to love God with all one’s heart, soul, and mind
(Matthew 22:37—40) shows that spiritual life begins in faithful relationship with God, and
that this relationship becomes the ground of ethical and social practice.

Second, the ethical dimension concerns the moral implications of divine love in
shaping human attitudes and behavior. Biblical teachings emphasize compassion,
forgiveness, justice, humility, and solidarity. The commandment to love one’s neighbor
as oneself frames love as an ethical responsibility that requires believers to recognize the
dignity of others. Jesus’ teaching on loving one’s enemies (Matthew 5:44) broadens this
ethical demand by presenting love as a commitment to reconciliation and peace rather
than a response based on preference or emotional closeness. In this sense, love in the

——

]
212§


http://dx.doi.org/10.22373/arj.v6i1.34236

Abrahamic Religions: Jurnal Studi Agama-Agama
Volume 6, Number 1, March 2026, pp: 209-219
E-ISSN: 2797-6440 P-ISSN: 2797-7722

DOI: 10.22378/a11.v611.34236

biblical tradition calls for concrete practices such as forgiveness, service, and social
responsibility (Reda et al., 2025).

Third, the social dimension highlights the role of love in shaping communal life.
The literature indicates that the spirituality of love encourages social relationships
grounded in solidarity, mutual care, and justice. Within Christian communities, love
becomes a basis for brotherhood and shared responsibility. Togatorop and Winanto
(2024) argue that social relations grounded in brotherly love foster communities marked
by mutual support and care. Parhusip (2022) likewise notes that love must be expressed
in concrete action, including helping those in need, sharing resources, and caring for
vulnerable members of the community.

The literature also points to the inclusive and transformative character of biblical
love. Biblical narratives repeatedly show that love crosses social, ethnic, and cultural
boundaries. Jesus’ ministry gave particular attention to the poor, the marginalized, and
those excluded from dominant social structures. His teaching on love invited believers to
reorient their relationships toward reconciliation, compassion, and mutual respect. In that
sense, the spirituality of love offers ethical resources for responding to conflict,
intolerance, and division in plural social settings. This discussion shows that the
spirituality of love in the Bible can be understood as a broad theological and ethical
framework for social life. Love is presented as a principle that shapes personal ethics,
community relationships, and wider social responsibility. Rather than treating love as a
purely doctrinal concept, the literature supports reading it as a formative moral orientation
with clear social implications.

2. The Application of the Values of Love in Contemporary Christian Social Life

The literature reviewed in this study indicates that biblical love, especially agape,
is expressed in several interconnected social settings, including family life, church
communities, educational institutions, and wider public engagement. These settings show
that Christian spirituality is carried into lived practice through ethical action in everyday
life. Theological and sociological discussions suggest that love in Christianity functions
both as a spiritual principle and as a social ethic. It is treated as more than an abstract
religious idea. It calls believers to embody compassion, justice, forgiveness, and
solidarity in their daily relationships (Simanjuntak et al., 2025). Several studies also
suggest that Christian teachings on love and forgiveness contribute to harmonious social
relations and to the formation of moral character in plural societies.

In societies shaped by globalization, cultural change, and secularization,
Christians face new challenges in translating spiritual teachings into social practice. The
love taught by Jesus Christ involves emotional care, but it also includes ethical
commitments related to justice, reconciliation, and social responsibility. These
commitments encourage believers to express faith through social participation,
community engagement, and respect for human dignity. In contexts increasingly marked
by economic competition, individualism, and materialism, Christian love needs to be
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interpreted and practiced in ways that remain responsive to present social realities
(Darmadi, 2025).

One of the clearest expressions of love in contemporary Christian life appears in
church ministry and social service. The literature suggests that Christian service is
grounded in compassion for others, especially those who experience marginalization and
injustice. Love in ministry is expressed through actions intended to support both spiritual
growth and social well-being. Darmadi (2025) describes love as a central motivation for
church service, encouraging forms of engagement that contribute to caring and supportive
communities. Another important setting is education and character formation. Christian
educational institutions play a significant role in cultivating compassion, empathy, and
social responsibility. Christian Religious Education is often designed to do more than
transmit doctrine. It also seeks to nurture ethical awareness and social sensitivity. Studies
on Christian school communities indicate that when love and mutual respect are
integrated into teaching practices through teacher role modeling, collaborative learning,
and empathy-based instruction, students develop stronger capacities for cooperation and
community engagement (Zai & Oet, 2024). Such practices can help create school
environments that are more inclusive and supportive.

Family life also plays a central role in the transmission of Christian values of love.
The family is often the first social setting in which individuals learn empathy, mutual
respect, and responsibility toward others. Studies on Christian family life suggest that
when love is consistently modeled in the home, children and adolescents tend to develop
stronger social awareness and greater sensitivity to the needs of others (Burhan, 2024).
Firdaus et al. (2024) further suggest that this process contributes to the formation of
individuals who are better prepared to build healthy relationships and to participate
responsibly in social life. Family-based moral formation can also help younger
generations respond to social pressures associated with individualism and self-centered
ways of life.

Beyond these institutional settings, the application of Christian love extends to
ethical conduct in public and social life. Love in Christianity is closely related to honesty,
integrity, justice, and transparency. These values show that love is not confined to
interpersonal warmth, but also informs conduct in workplaces, communities, and public
institutions. Astrid et al. (2025) argue that honesty and integrity within social
relationships reflect the deeper ethical character of Christian love, especially in relation
to truth and justice.

The literature therefore suggests that the application of biblical love in
contemporary Christian life operates across several social spheres that reinforce one
another, including the church, education, family, and public engagement. In each setting,
love functions as an ethical principle that shapes attitudes, relationships, and practice.
What appears across these discussions is that Christian love remains relevant when it is
translated into concrete forms of service, moral formation, ethical leadership, and social
responsibility.
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3. Globalization Challenges in Implementing the Spirituality of Love

The literature also identifies several structural challenges associated with
globalization that affect the practice of the spirituality of love in contemporary society.
Globalization has reshaped economic systems, technological life, and cultural patterns,
and these changes have influenced social relationships and moral orientations. While
globalization has created new opportunities for connectivity and social development, it
has also introduced values and pressures that may stand in tension with ethical principles
rooted in religious traditions (Napitupulu & Rusmauli Simbolon, 2025). Based on the
literature reviewed, the challenges most frequently associated with the practice of
Christian love can be grouped into five dimensions: materialism and capitalism,
technological transformation, individualism, consumerism and hedonism, and
secularization.

The first challenge concerns materialism and capitalism. Modern economic
systems often define success in terms of wealth, productivity, and status. Under these
conditions, social relationships can become shaped more by competition and utility than
by empathy and solidarity. This orientation risks weakening the ethical force of love
because people may begin to treat relationships in transactional terms. Oner (2025)
suggests that when material achievement becomes the primary measure of value,
compassion, sacrifice, and social responsibility can lose their place in public life. In
response, the spirituality of love offers an ethical counterpoint by affirming that human
dignity does not depend on wealth or social status, but on one’s relation to God and to
others. In that sense, Christian love can be read as a moral critique of economic
arrangements that neglect human dignity (Enright et al., 2022).

The second challenge involves technological transformation, including the rapid
expansion of digital communication and artificial intelligence. These developments have
reshaped communication, work, and social interaction. They offer real benefits, including
efficiency, access to information, and global connectivity. At the same time, they can
make relationships more distant and less personal. Heavy dependence on digital systems
may weaken empathy, compassion, and embodied presence in social life. In some cases,
algorithmic forms of decision-making also risk reducing persons to data points, leaving
little room for human complexity and dignity (Saputra et al., 2025). The literature
suggests that the spirituality of love remains relevant here because it offers ethical
guidance for the responsible use of technology. Rather than rejecting technology,
Christian ethics calls for its use in ways that support human well-being and social
solidarity (Desisca et al., 2025; Hasbullah, 2025).

A third challenge is increasing individualism. Globalization has strengthened
cultural orientations that prize personal freedom, autonomy, and individual achievement.
Although these values have an important place in modern societies, they can also weaken
communal bonds when detached from shared responsibility. In strongly individualistic
settings, relationships may become functional and temporary rather than sustained by
solidarity and mutual care. Christian anthropology offers a different emphasis by
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understanding human beings as relational and called into fellowship with God and with
others (Kunjumon, 2025; Tupamahu, 2013). For that reason, the spirituality of love
stresses participation in community life, shared responsibility, and concern for the
suffering of others. Tandiongan and Riak (2024) suggest that excessive individualism
makes compassion harder to sustain in practice.

A fourth challenge concerns consumerism and hedonistic culture. Consumerism
encourages people to pursue fulfillment through material acquisition, while hedonism
directs attention toward pleasure and immediate satisfaction. These tendencies can shift
moral priorities by placing personal gratification above responsibility and concern for
others. In such settings, happiness is often measured by consumption, image, and status,
which may reduce sensitivity to poverty, inequality, and marginalization. Weya et al.
(2023) argue that consumer culture can weaken spiritual and moral awareness by turning
attention inward toward self-gratification. Against this trend, the spirituality of love offers
an alternative ethical vision centered on simplicity, service, and shared responsibility.
Practices such as charitable giving, social service, and community engagement become
meaningful expressions of that vision.

The fifth challenge is secularization and the changing public role of religion. In
many contexts, globalization has accelerated the separation of religious values from
public institutions and public discourse. Religion is often treated as a private matter,
which can limit the influence of spiritual values such as compassion, forgiveness, and
solidarity in public life (McKay & Whitehouse, 2015). Even so, the literature reviewed
here suggests that the spirituality of love still has significance beyond the private sphere.
Ethical values drawn from religious traditions can contribute to conversations in social
ethics, public theology, and interreligious dialogue. In plural societies, the language of
love, compassion, justice, and human dignity can support cooperation across religious
and cultural differences. Arifinsyah et al. (2023) also show that religious moderation has
an important role in fostering dialogue, mutual understanding, and peaceful coexistence.

This discussion indicates that the spirituality of love remains relevant in
addressing contemporary social change. Within the literature reviewed, love appears not
only as a theological ideal but also as an ethical resource for responding to economic
inequality, technological change, social fragmentation, and moral uncertainty. The
contribution of this study, therefore, lies less in proposing a fully new model than in
clarifying how biblical spirituality can be read in conversation with current discussions
of globalization. In that sense, the spirituality of love can be understood as a religious and
ethical resource for sustaining more humane, just, and inclusive forms of social life.

D. Conclusion

This study shows that the spirituality of love in the Bible can be understood as a
theological and ethical framework that connects devotion to God with responsibility
toward others. Through the literature examined in this article, biblical love, especially
agape, emerges as a moral orientation shaped by compassion, justice, solidarity, and
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respect for human dignity. In the context of globalization, where social life is increasingly
marked by materialism, individualism, consumerism, technological change, and
secularization, the spirituality of love remains relevant as an ethical resource for
responding to dehumanizing tendencies and for sustaining humane social relationships.
The discussion also suggests that the relevance of biblical love extends beyond
personal faith. It informs social life through practices such as service, moral formation,
empathy, and communal responsibility. In this sense, the spirituality of love offers a
meaningful basis for Christian ethical engagement in contemporary society. The
contribution of this study lies in clarifying the relationship between biblical spirituality
and present social challenges, while showing that the value of love continues to have
significance for Christian ethics and for wider social reflection in a global age.
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