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The development of digital technology demands that Muslims possess 
adequate digital literacy skills to understand and utilize religious 

information critically and responsibly. In this context, libraries play a 

strategic role as digital literacy spaces that provide trusted sources of 

Islamic information grounded in scholarly traditions. This study aims to 
examine the role of libraries as digital literacy spaces for Muslims from a 

contemporary Islamic perspective. The study employed a literature review 

method with a descriptive qualitative approach through a review of relevant 

literature. The results indicate that the digital transformation of libraries 
further strengthens their role in enhancing digital literacy and fostering a 

moderate and contextual understanding of Islam. Despite challenges such as 

the digital literacy gap and limited curated collections, digital libraries offer 

significant opportunities for equitable access to knowledge and the 
preservation of Islamic scholarly treasures. 
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ABSTRAK 

Perkembangan teknologi digital menuntut umat Islam memiliki 

kemampuan literasi digital yang memadai agar dapat memahami dan 

memanfaatkan informasi keagamaan secara kritis serta bertanggung 

jawab. Dalam konteks ini, perpustakaan memegang peran strategis 

sebagai ruang literasi digital yang menyediakan sumber informasi 

keislaman yang tepercaya dan berpijak pada tradisi keilmuan. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji peran perpustakaan sebagai 

ruang literasi digital umat Islam dalam perspektif Islam 

kontemporer. Penelitian menggunakan metode studi pustaka dengan 

pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif melalui penelaahan literatur yang 

relevan. Hasil kajian menunjukkan bahwa transformasi perpustakaan 

ke arah digital semakin memperkuat perannya dalam meningkatkan 

literasi digital serta membangun pemahaman keislaman yang 

moderat dan kontekstual. Meskipun dihadapkan pada tantangan 

seperti kesenjangan literasi digital dan keterbatasan koleksi yang 

terkurasi, perpustakaan digital memiliki peluang besar dalam 

pemerataan akses pengetahuan dan pelestarian khazanah keilmuan 

Islam. 

This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA license. 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Advances in digital technology have driven a major transformation in how society 

accesses, manages, and utilizes information. In the digital era, the flow of information is 

rapid and no longer limited by space and time (Sari and Diana, 2024). This situation 

demands adequate digital literacy competencies so that individuals can select, understand, 

and utilize information critically and responsibly. For Muslims, digital literacy is not solely 

related to technical skills in using technology, but also encompasses an understanding of 
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values, ethics, and responsibility in accessing and disseminating religious information 

(Izzati and Batubara, 2025). 

Muslims face numerous challenges amidst the development of digitalization, including 

a preponderance of inaccurate religious information, hoaxes, and instant and partial 
understandings of Islam. These phenomena can impact people's ways of thinking and 

practicing religion (Juhara et al., 2024). Therefore, literacy spaces are needed that can 

serve as trusted references in developing a moderate, critical, and contextual understanding 

of Islam in line with current developments. 

The rapid development of information technology has significantly transformed the 

ways individuals search for, access, and utilize information. Literacy is no longer 

understood merely as the ability to read and write, but rather as a set of competencies that 

include accessing, evaluating, and using information critically and responsibly. In 

educational and Islamic contexts, digital literacy challenges have become increasingly 

complex due to the overwhelming flow of information that is not always supported by 

credibility or strong scholarly foundations. This condition highlights the urgent need for 

institutions that can mediate between digital information and the development of critical 

literacy skills in an academic and ethical manner (Wahyuni & Safri, 2023). 

Libraries hold a strategic position in responding to digital literacy challenges, 

particularly through the provision of credible, curated, and relevant information resources. 

The transformation of libraries from conventional service models to digitally based 

services is not solely oriented toward technological availability, but also toward improving 

service quality and users’ capacity to utilize information effectively. Therefore, the quality 

of library services becomes a crucial factor influencing users’ perceptions and determining 

the effectiveness of libraries in supporting literacy development and lifelong learning 

(Nabila et al., 2024). 

As knowledge management institutions, libraries are strategically positioned to 

respond to these challenges (Jaya, 2024). Libraries are no longer simply repositories; they 

are now centers of digital literacy, offering access to reliable, inclusive, and sustainable 

information sources. This is due to the transformation from physical to digital spaces (Aji, 

2022). Libraries have the potential to become digital literacy spaces in the Muslim context, 

supporting the strengthening of Islamic understanding based on knowledge, moral 

principles, and modern Islamic thought (Rodin, 2025). 

However, the role of libraries as digital literacy spaces for Muslims still faces many 

challenges. Some of these challenges include poor Islamic digital collections, low user 

literacy skills, and the inability to effectively integrate Islamic values into digital library 

services (Hasan, 2025). Based on these conditions, this article aims to examine the role of 

libraries as digital literacy spaces for Muslims using a literature review approach. The goal 

is to provide a conceptual overview of the opportunities and challenges libraries face in 

supporting digital literacy in the contemporary Islamic era. 

 

2. METHOD 

This study uses a descriptive qualitative approach with a library research method. Data 

collection was conducted through a review of various relevant literature, including 

scientific journals, books, and articles from credible digital sources that discuss digital 

libraries, digital literacy, and libraries as digital literacy spaces for Muslims from a 

contemporary Islamic perspective. The primary data sources come from national 

publications published in the last ten years, with an emphasis on studies that highlight 

libraries as digital literacy spaces for Muslims from a contemporary Islamic perspective. 
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

a. Library Transformation as a Digital Literacy Space 

Library transformation is a process of change in various elements of a library, 

including collections, processing, storage, and utilization, leading the library towards a 

better condition. Libraries, which previously focused solely on managing library materials 

for use by users through traditional methods, known as book management, have now 

evolved into knowledge management (Ruhukail, 2021). This change places knowledge 

management as the primary focus, with comprehensive data management integration for 

easier and more effective information retrieval. 

According to Endang Fatmawati, library transformation is the process of transforming 

library components for the better: 

1) Shifting from a reading culture to a reading and writing culture; 

2) Shifting from a physical resource library to a knowledge-based library; 

3) Shifting the focus from providing physical collections to electronic ones; 

4) Shifting from an independent library to a collaborative library; 

5) Shifting from paper-based collections to paperless collections; 

6) Shifting perspectives of librarians (Tania, 2023). 

Librarians are no longer merely bookkeepers, but are instead required to become data 

brokers, capable of managing and packaging data so that it can be accessed electronically 

by users without being restricted by time and place. Furthermore, librarians are also 

expected to possess digital skills, namely the ability to recognize, master, and utilize digital 

hardware, software, and operating systems in their daily lives and in carrying out their 

professional activities (Vitriana, 2024). 

Furthermore, research has shown that digital libraries can serve as a forum for 

discussion and integration between the dynamics of modern knowledge and classical 

Islamic academic traditions. The digitization of manuscripts, classic books, and 

contemporary Islamic intellectual works enables the preservation of Islamic intellectual 

heritage while expanding access to these scientific treasures for the younger generation 

(Nasir, 2025). Therefore, libraries help maintain Islamic intellectual traditions amidst the 

currents of digitalization and globalization. 

b. Libraries and Strengthening Islamic Understanding 

Libraries are often referred to as bridges between civilizations and national cultures, 

enabling them to preserve their cultural heritage. Libraries are also described as centers of 

P3IR, meaning education, storage, information, and recreation. Libraries were established 

as places for lifelong learning following the 1945 Constitution. Their goal is to develop 

individuals who believe in and fear God Almighty, possess noble character, are healthy, 

knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become responsible democratic 

citizens who support national education (Anggara and Khoeron, 2023). 

Libraries play a strategic role in enhancing public understanding of Islam, particularly 

amidst the complexity and fragmentation of digital information flows. Much literature 

suggests that obtaining a wealth of religious information does not necessarily translate into 

a deep and comprehensive understanding (Fatima et al., 2025). In this context, libraries 

play a role in providing trusted, verified sources of Islamic information based on a strong 

scholarly tradition. 

Through selective and high-quality curation of collections, libraries can present 

diverse perspectives on Islamic thought, both classical and contemporary. The availability 
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of traditional books, Qur'anic interpretations, hadith, fiqh, and works by modern Islamic 

thinkers enables users to gain a holistic and contextual understanding of Islam. Thus, 

libraries play a role in preventing the development of narrow, textual religious 

understanding. 
The ability to understand Islam in the digital age is closely linked to the ability to 

understand information and digital literacy. Muslims can develop a critical attitude towards 

religious information disseminated on social media and online platforms (Ahmad et al., 

2024). By utilizing literacy services and librarian guidance, users are encouraged to apply 

the principles of tabayyun (reference), verify sources, and understand context when 

reading Islamic information. 

Thus, libraries function not only as information centers but also as a means of 

intellectual and spiritual development for the community. Strengthening Islamic 

understanding through libraries emphasizes the strategic role of these institutions in 

maintaining the quality of the Muslim community's religious life in the digital age, while 

also bridging the gap between Islamic scholarly traditions and the challenges of 

contemporary thought. 

 

c. Challenges and Opportunities for Digital Libraries for Muslims 

Digital libraries have developed with numerous challenges as well as opportunities to 

improve Islamic literacy and understanding for Muslims. The gap in digital literacy among 

users is one of the main challenges identified in the literature (Kadir, 2025). Not all 

Muslims have the skills to access, evaluate, and use digital information critically. This can 

lead to reliance on unreliable sources of information about their religion and increase the 

spread of disinformation (Azizi, 2025). 

Not all Muslims have the skills to access, evaluate, and use digital information 

critically. This can lead to reliance on unreliable sources of information about their religion 

and increase the spread of disinformation (Ismael, 2023). The limited availability of well-

organized and curated collections, such as classical texts and contemporary Islamic 

scholarly works, hinders digital libraries from fulfilling their role as trusted reference 

sources. In addition, copyright and legality issues in the digitalization process are still 

issues that require serious attention (Ramadhani, 2024). 

On the other hand, digital libraries offer significant opportunities for Muslims to 

access the riches of Islamic knowledge in a more inclusive and sustainable manner. The 

digitization of manuscripts, traditional books, and modern Islamic literature allows for the 

preservation of Islamic intellectual heritage while expanding access to communities across 

regions and generations. This opportunity is highly relevant in supporting equitable access 

to Islamic knowledge in the global era. 

Using digital technology to create literacy services based on Islamic values represents 

another significant opportunity (Mudiono and Mudzakkir, 2025). Libraries can serve as 

learning spaces that encourage Muslims to be critical, moderate, and responsible in 

utilizing religious information available online, with the support of experienced librarians 

(Shafi, 2025). 

Thus, the challenges facing digital libraries for Muslims align with the opportunities 

they offer. Strengthening the role of digital libraries requires strategies focused on 

improving user digital literacy, developing curated Islamic collections, and implementing 

Islamic values in library management and services. If managed optimally, digital libraries 

have the potential to become a strategic tool in building a literate, inclusive, and adaptable 

Islamic society.  
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4. CONCLUSION 

Libraries play an increasingly strategic role as digital literacy spaces for Muslims in 

the contemporary era. The transformation of libraries from managing physical collections 
to managing digital-based knowledge has made them not only information centers but also 

educational resources that support the development of digital literacy, Islamic 

understanding, and the intellectual and spiritual development of the community. 

Libraries contribute significantly to strengthening a moderate, critical, and contextual 

understanding of Islam by providing trusted, verified sources of Islamic knowledge 

grounded in a strong scholarly tradition. Through curating digital collections and 

information literacy services, libraries encourage Muslims to apply the principles of 

tabayyun (religious guidance), critical thinking, and responsibility in accessing and 

disseminating religious information in the digital space. 
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