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ABSTRACT
The current study was designed to investigate the types of plagiarism that appear in EFL
students’ theses at Ar-Raniry State Islamic University, Indonesia. It sought to examine
the plagiarism level, and investigate the triggering factors encouraging these EFL
students of the 2019 batch to plagiarize. This study used a qualitative method with a
case study approach. The participants in this study were ten EFL students of the 2019
batch and their theses. The participants were randomly selected. The data collection was
carried out using two research instruments, namely document analysis and interviews.
The researcher analyzed the student's thesis using Plagiarism Checker X. The results of
the document analysis showed that there were two types of plagiarism detected in the
student's thesis, namely word for word and mosaic plagiarism. Second, the researcher
found that the plagiarism level of the 2019 batch English students' thesis of UIN ArRaniry was at the low-level plagiarism category, which can be observed from the result
of the similarity index. The level of plagiarism found in these theses was less than 30%,
still at an acceptable level as stipulated by the university regulations. Meanwhile, the
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interview results revealed that all participants are aware of plagiarism and believe it to
be a negative behavior. Several factors influence EFL English students' plagiarism, such
as poor time management, laziness, poor paraphrasing skills, affordable internet access,
and running out of ideas.
Keywords: EFL students; Plagiarism practice; Plagiarism checker

1. Introduction
The academic world is always associated with scientific research, papers, and
research reports commonly called scientific work. However, researchers have shown
increasing trends in students' dishonesty in academic contexts. One form of academic
dishonesty is plagiarism. When an author uses the written work of other people and
claims it as his own, especially when the author did not quote the sentence properly, it is
called plagiarism, which is indicated as an act of deception accompanied by theft and
lies (Patra, 2017). Similarly, Ellis, Zucker, and Randall (2018) explain that plagiarism is
the practice of "presenting someone else's words or ideas as your own without
appropriate attribution" (p. 1). Plagiarism is a crime in the world of education, an act
that deserves heavy sanctions for the perpetrators.
Plagiarism remains a pernicious problem at many universities (Zhang & Jia,
2012). Some faculty members want their students to make a product like a thesis that is
entirely new and that is their work. Students commit plagiarism in writing a thesis, such
as quoting words, sentences, or data without mentioning the source, and these problems
cause student creativity to decline and cause research results that should benefit others
to have none because of plagiarism.
Intellectual crime is another name for plagiarism that often occurs in educational
institutions. Several factors trigger students to plagiarize. One of which is the product of
technological advances. Although the purpose of technology is to help social work,
sometimes, technology is often misused (Cheak, Sze, Ai, Min, & Ming, 2013). The
stage of plagiarism is also exacerbated via communication technologies and Web 2.0
that make it easier to cut/copy/paste. Everyone should be careful in compiling scientific
papers or theses before quoting someone's work. Plagiarism often occurs among
students because the thesis preparation process is carried out independently without any
assistance, so the possibility of plagiarism is substantial.
Given the widespread availability of text on the internet in portable form, the
cut/copy/paste behavior makes it easier to engage in this forbidden behavior (Dee &
Jacob, 2012). So, universities should pay attention to this plagiarism. Owing to this fact,
the researchers are interested in examining the practice of plagiarism carried out by EFL
students of Ar-Raniry State Islamic university, by examining the types of plagiarism
that appear in EFL students' thesis, analyzing the level of plagiarism by using
Plagiarism Checker X software, and scrutinizing the factors triggering EFL students to
plagiarize.
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2. Literature review
2.1. Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined in various ways. The term plagiarism is defined as stealing
other people's ideas as his own or utilizing another person's work without recognizing
the source. Plagiarism is a form of cheating performed intentionally or unintentionally
by someone, failing to recognize the source of origin's rights and authority (Randhawa,
Gupta, Arora, Nishant, & Gupta, 2015). Pecorari and Petric (2014) confirm that
plagiarism is the appropriation of others' work without acknowledgment. Not only
someone's work but also presenting the vocabulary or thoughts of someone else as your
own without proper attribution is also categorized as plagiarism (Ellis et al., 2018).
Based on the definition above, it can be concluded that plagiarism is a form of
cheating committed by a writer, such as stealing other people's work, vocabulary, or
thoughts without mentioning the source, then acknowledging it as their own.
2.2. Types of plagiarism
Plagiarism has a broad scope, not just plagiarism in definition, but also form,
type, and kinds. It is important to understand the meaning of plagiarism thoroughly to
avoid committing plagiarism. With regard to motive, there are two types of plagiarism,
intentional plagiarism and unintentional plagiarism. Intentional plagiarism occurs when
the writer intentionally commits plagiarism. . It occurs when someone does deliberate
copying or rewording from different sources without reference, for the most part,
because of issues such as, for example, time limitations, ease of access to reproducible
content, competitive pressure, minimum punishments if detected, or lack of dialect
aptitudes (Amiri & Razmjoo, 2015). In contrast to intentional plagiarism, unintentional
plagiarism denotes unpremeditated acts of plagiarism, marked by the incident. When the
writer hears or reads another person's word, phrase, or idea and then forgets the source.
Then, the author thinks that what he has written is his original idea. .
Other types of plagiarism are self-plagiarism, mosaic plagiarism, word for word
plagiarism,
idea
plagiarism,
deliberate/intentional
plagiarism,
and
accidental/unintentional plagiarism (Randhawa, et al., 2015). Self-plagiarism occurs
when a person uses data, facts, or figures from previously written papers and does not
mention their source. Mosaic plagiarism takes place when the sentence or paragraph
structure is almost similar to the source, and also the author does not acknowledge the
original author and references are not appropriately cited. This type is a more common
form of plagiarism. The word "plagiarism" denotes the act of copying every word from
the original text without making any changes without specifying the source. This type is
the same as copy-paste, the most common plagiarism (Debnath, 2016).
Idea plagiarism is the type of plagiarism that is difficult to verify. This is
because the ideas are abstract and may have something in common with other people's
opinions. Deliberate or intentional plagiarism occurs when someone is aware of copying
material or buying material from other sources, and he does not give credit to the
source, then the act is included in the category of deliberate plagiarism. On the other
hand, accidental or unintentional plagiarism happens because sometimes, students are
naive and aware of the rules and guidelines to avoid plagiarism. But they are not
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familiar with the proper way to cite material and are always hesitant when referencing
material.
In general, plagiarism is divided into two, namely intentional plagiarism and
unintentional plagiarism. The types of plagiarism categorized as intentional plagiarism
include self-plagiarism, deliberate plagiarism, and direct plagiarism (plagiarism of text).
Meanwhile, the types of plagiarism that are included in unintentional plagiarism are
mosaic plagiarism, idea plagiarism, and accidental plagiarism.
2.3. The factors triggering plagiarism
Research on this particular issue has indicated several factors influencing a
writer to commit acts of plagiarism, even though he/she realizes that his/her actions are
incorrect and not academically permissible. Sometimes someone does plagiarism only
once, but some people do it repeatedly so that it becomes a habit. In general, two factors
can trigger students to commit plagiarism, namely, major and minor factors (Amiri &
Razmjoo, 2015). Major factors include individual, academic, cultural, and technological
aspects.
The individual aspect denotes the situation when students underestimate
plagiarism and consider summarizing without citation as an ordinary course of action in
completing their task. The academic aspect relates to students' poor writing skills and
lack of quoting abilities. The cultural aspect occurs because the Western education
system emphasizes originality and precise quotations, whereas non-westerners
frequently emphasize less on plagiarism. technological aspect relates to the ease that
technology and the internet provide, allowing students to get access to abundant online
materials anytime and anywhere, worsening the severity of plagiarism conducted among
students.
With regard to minor aspects, a curricular demand is one of the most common
factors triggering students to plagiarize. This factor occurs because of excessive
workload and time constraints, pushing students to finish their academic tasks, even if
they have to commit plagiarism. Parental issues relate to the pressure from students’
parents to get good grades or graduate quickly. This situation often drives students to
take a shortcut by plagiarizing their work to please their parents. Personal characteristics
refer to students’ traits or characters, which often influence their behavior. Students with
a strong desire to get good marks but who do not put hard work into their studies will
likely cheat and plagiarize to get a good result. More often than not, they commit
plagiarism.
Greenberger, Hollbeck, and Dyer (2016) observed that there are two leading
causes of students' plagiarism; poor paraphrasing and incorrect citation. Furthermore,
Debnath (2016) summarizes at least eight reasons for plagiarism, such as:
1. Information that is readily available, especially with the internet.
2. There is publication pressure from academic demands, both for lecturers and
students who will pursue academic targets.
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3.
4.
5.
6.

Lack of confidence and writing skills often occurs in beginner writers.
Write articles in a rush and under pressure.
Lack of understanding and awareness of plagiarism.
Lack of awareness that even if other people provide the original text, they are
still not allowed to make a copying effort without mentioning the source.
7. Some writers argue that using the concept/data/text they have (self-plagiarism)
and publishing it beforehand without citing itself is normal and not wrong, as
long as you don't copy other people's works.
8. Habitual plagiarists, Habitual plagiarists made easy by the existence of
computers and the internet.
2.4. Plagiarism detection software
Detecting plagiarism can be done either manually or by using an application to
detect the level of plagiarism in scientific work. Plagiarism can be seen by editors,
reviewers, members of the editorial board, publishers, or anyone involved in the
publication process (Gomez, Lakshminarayan, & BK, 2014). According to Marjanovic
Tomsevic, and Zivcovic (2015), there are several plagiarism detection tools, including
Approbo, Image Stamper, DocCop, Plagiarism Checker, WCopyfind, Jplag, iThenticate,
Turnitin, Plagiarism Detect, Docoloc, EVE2, andScriptum.
In this study, the researchers used Plagiarism Checker X to examine students’
theses.
It
is
online-based
software
with
the
domain
address
http://www.plagiarismcheckerx.com. Plagiarism Checker X is a plagiarism detection
tool intended for students, teachers, writers, and researchers to protect their writing from
plagiarism. It works by detecting patterns of similarity in sentences, words, and
paragraphs in the form of accuracy, as outlined in percentage. Based on the information
available at its website (Plagiarismcheckerx, 2020), the features available in the
Plagiarism Checker X software include the following:
1. Online plagiarism. This feature will detect content that is plagiarized through
several search engines such as Google and Yahoo! The document will be
scanned through sixteen billion web pages that have been indexed by Plagiarism
Checker X.
2. Side by side comparison. In the side by side comparison feature, we can
compare the level of similarity between one document and another. We can find
out the percentage similarity of documents and can find words, sentences, and
paragraphs that have similarities.
3. Bulk search. In the bulk search service, we can compare one document with
many other documents. The result of this comparison is only the percentage
level of document similarity.
4. Accurate and instantaneous results. This feature provides the speed of accuracy
in the detection of plagiarism with sophisticated algorithms that cross-check up
to 20,000 words in one second, so users get instant results in one detection.
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5. 100% user privacy guaranteed. This security feature guarantees 100% user
privacy is always safe. The results of the detection will not be copied, stored, or
sold by the software developer.
6. Enhanced compatibility. This software supports all popular text-based formats
such as PDF, DOCX, DOC, RTF, and HTML and is compatible with all
versions of Windows.
2.5. Plagiarism tolerance limit
Within the context of Indonesian Higher Education, based on the decree of the
Director-General of Islamic Education number 7142 of 2017 concerning plagiarism
prevention, the tolerance limit for application-based plagiarism or plagiarism detection
software is set at 25% for scientific papers or theses. This is the requirement for
graduation at the D-4 or Bachelor level. For a thesis and dissertation as a graduation
requirement at the Magister and doctoral program levels, the maximum plagiarism is
20%.
3. Method
3.1. Research design
This research used the qualitative method. According to Creswell and Creswell
(2018), qualitative research is investigating and understanding the significance of an
individual or group that is considered a social or human problem. In a similar vein,
Bryman (2012) stated that in qualitative research, a researcher depends on respondents'
experiences and analyzes information in the structure of words or text from participants
as a substitute than quantification in data collection and analysis. The qualitative
method allows us to build a solid understanding of a topic, uncovering the meaning that
people perceive concerning their lives, activities, situations, circumstances, people, and
objects (Leavy, 2017).
This study used a qualitative method with a case study approach. A case study is
a part of qualitative research where the researcher examines in detail a program, event,
activity, procedure, or one or more people (Creswell & Creswell 2018). Besides,
according to Yin (2018), a case study is an empirical method of investigating
phenomena in-depth, particularly when the boundaries between phenomena and settings
may not be correct. Case studies have several important things, one of which is
examining something in the context of real-life (Griffe, 2012). The unique strength of
case studies is their ability to relate fully to various evidence types, whether documents,
tools, interviews, and observations.
3.2. Population and sample
The population of this research was students of the English Language Education
Department (ELED) of UIN Ar-Raniry who graduated in 2019, along with their thesis.
Based on data from the university website, 124 ELED students graduated in 2019. Their
theses are available at the library repository website in the form of pdf files, which can
be accessed in full text. The sample is a part of the population that is used by the
researchers to generalize the population (Creswell, 2012). Out of 124 English students
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who graduated in 2019, 10 students were randomly selected, and they agreed to be
interviewed.
3.3. Data collection and analysis
In this study, the researchers used interviews and documentation as data
collection procedures. The interview was needed to excavate deep information about the
triggering factors that drive students to plagiarize. Interviews provide researchers with a
valuable way to learn about the world of others, even though sometimes the proper
understanding can be challenging to understand (Qu & Dumay, 2011). The type of
interview used in this study is a semi-structured interview. In the semi-structured
interview, the interviewer has prepared a list of questions, but the interviewer can ask
further questions in response to the participants' answers that are considered significant
(Bryman, 2012). In short, questions that are not included in the guide can be asked
during the interview. The students whose theses were analyzed for plagiarism agreed to
participate in the interview, conducted by telephone due to social distancing imposed by
the university.
The researchers also utilized the document analysis technique as a data
collection method. In this study, the researcher randomly downloaded 10 EFL students'
thesis from the year 2019 graduation to analyze. The researcher used the 2019 batch
students' thesis because it is the newest thesis and can be obtained from the website
repository.ar-raniry.ac.id.
After collecting the students' thesis, the researchers analyzed them by using the
Plagiarism Checker X software. To find out the types of plagiarism, the researcher
compared the students' theses with the original sources. Because students tended to
commit plagiarism in these chapters, the analysis was limited to chapters I and II.
Meanwhile, to find out the plagiarism level of the students' theses, the researcher
analyzed the whole thesis, from chapter I to Chapter V. Then Plagiarism Checker X
displayed the percentage of the thesis similarity index.
4. Findings
To examine the types of plagiarism appearing in students' theses, the researchers
conducted document analysis on the students' theses. Plagiarism Checker X software
was used to detect and analyze the types of plagiarism. Based on the results of
document analysis using the Plagiarism Checker X software, the researcher found two
types of plagiarism committed by the students, namely word for word plagiarism and
mosaic plagiarism.
4.1. The word for word plagiarism
The word for word plagiarism is the act of copying every word from the original
text, without making any changes without specifying the source. This type is the same
as copy-paste. The examples of this plagiarism can be seen in the following table.
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Table 1
Word for word plagiarism.
Student

Plagiarized work

Original text

Source

B

“Besides containing information
on source culture, target culture,
and international target culture,
EFL materials also contain four
elements of culture: products,
persons, practices and
perspectives. In the EFL
materials, products are indicated
by some form like pictures,
illustration or realia which show
tangible cultural objects like
foods, movies, songs, news or
fashion”.

“Besides containing information
on source culture, target culture,
and international target culture,
EFL materials also contain four
elements of culture i.e. products,
persons, practices and
perspectives. In the EFL
materials, products are indicated
by some form like pictures,
illustration or realia which show
tangible cultural objects like
foods, movies, songs, news or
fashion”. (Copied from a journal
by Arnis silvia, 2015).

http://rep
ository.u
injkt.ac.i
d/dspace
/bitstrea
m/12345
6789/31
285/1/Ar
nis%20S
ilvia.pdf

D

“By such motivation people are
stimulated to successfully
complete an assignment,
achieving a goal or a degree of
qualification in their
professionals”.

“By such motivation people are
stimulated to successfully
complete an assignment,
achieving a goal or a degree of
qualification in their profession”.

https://fil
es.eric.e
d.gov/ful
ltext/ED
582378.
pdf

D

“Motivation is a driving force
which affects the choice of
alternatives in the behavior of
people”.

“Motivation is a driving force
which affects the choice of
alternatives in the behavior of
people”.

https://b
usinessja
rgons.co
m/page/
13

E

“Speaking is the mode in which
children acquire language, it
constitutes the bulk of most
people's daily engagement with
linguistic activity, and it is the
prime motor of language
change”.

“Speaking is the first mode in
which children acquire language,
it constitutes the bulk of most
people’s daily engagement with
linguistic activity, and it is the
prime motor of language change”.
(copied from Hughes,2006)

https://w
ww.rese
archgate.
net/profi
le/Mar_
Hakim/p
ublicatio
n/28334
8458_Ex
perience
d_Efl_T
eachers
%27_Ch
allenges
_and_Str
ategies_i
n_Teach
ing_Spe
aking_fo
r_Introv
ert_Stud
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ents/link
s/5adff9f
70f7e9b
285945e
917/Exp
erienced
-EflTeachers
Challeng
es-andStrategie
s-inTeachin
gSpeakin
g-forIntrovert
Students
.pdf
http://sas
tra.um.a
c.id/wpcontent/
uploads/
2017/11/
83-87IndahPuspitas
ariAgungBudiKurniaw
anedited_L
AYOUT
ED.doc.
pdf

E

“The grammar of a language is
the description of the ways in
which words can change their
forms and can be combined into
sentences in that language”.

“The grammar of a language is
the description of the ways in
which words can change their
forms and can be combined into
sentences in that language”.
(Harmer,2006).

E

“Thus, we need to vary our
approaches and offer as much
opportunity as possible to make
the whole class find a little
something to hold on to, expand
and grow”.

“Thus, we need to vary our
approaches and offer as much
opportunity as possible to make
the whole class find a little
something to hold on to, expand
and grow”. (copied from Natasa
Intihar Klancar, 2006)

http://ite
slj.org/T
echnique
s/Klanca
rSpeakin
gSkills.h
tml

G

“Subtitle is textual versions of the
dialog in film and television
programs, ussually display at the

“Subtitle is textual versions of the
dialog in film and television
programs, ussually display at the

https://fil
es.eric.e
d.gov/ful
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bottom of the screen”.

bottom of the screen”. (copied
ltext/ED
from Antar Solhy Abdellah, 2008) 536729.
pdf

H

“Religion as the impact of
missions and the nature and
function of a postcolonial sacred
are becoming increasingly
prevalent in what some refer to as
a post-secular age”.

Religion, the impact of missions
and the nature and function of a
'postcolonial sacred' are becoming
increasingly prevalent in what
some refer to as a 'post-secular
age'. (Copied from a book by Bill
Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, Helen
Tiffin, 2007)

I

“It can be inferred that speaking
is expressing opinion, ideas or
feelings to others by using words
or sounds of articulation to
inform, persuade, and entertain
that can be learned by using some
teaching – learning
methodologies”.

“It can be inferred that speaking is
expressing ideas, opinion, or
feelings to others by using words
or sounds of articulation to
inform, persuade, and entertain
that can be learned by using some
teaching – learning
methodologies”.

J

“As learners develop greater
fluency and expression in
English, it is significant for them
to acquire more productive
vocabulary knowledge and to
develop their own personal
vocabulary learning strategies”.

“As learners develop greater
fluency and expression in English,
it is significant for them to acquire
more productive vocabulary
knowledge and to develop their
own personal vocabulary learning
strategies”.
(Copied from a journal by
Ibrahim Mohamed Alfaki, 2015)
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default/fi
les/pendi
dikan/els
e-lilianissmhum/
postcolo
nialstudi
esthekey
concepts
routledg
ekeyguid
es.pdf
http://rep
ository.u
injkt.ac.i
d/dspace
/bitstrea
m/12345
6789/18
390/1/A
YU%20
DIYAH
%20HA
RNI%20
SUSAN
TI-FITK
https://ci
teseerx.i
st.psu.ed
u/viewd
oc/down
load?doi
=10.1.1.
1068.64
40&rep=
rep1&ty
pe=pdf
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4.2. Mosaic plagiarism
According to Randhawa et al. (2015), this type is a more common form of
plagiarism. The sentence or paragraph structure is almost similar to the source, and the
author does not acknowledge the original author, and references are not appropriately
cited. We can see the examples of mosaic plagiarism in table 2.
Table 2
Mosaic plagiarism.
Student
Plagiarized work

Original text

Source

A

“Myth provides a fictional
explanation for natural
phenomena. Many cultures use
myths to explain the world and
its mysteries by handing them
down from generation to the
next”.

“The usual purpose of a myth
is to provide an explanation for
the origins of phenomena
(thunder, day and night,
winter) by telling the story of
how they came to be. Most
cultures used myths, handed
down orally from generation to
generation from an anonymous
source, to explain the world
and its mysteries”.

https://s
toswald
sschool.
com/wp
content/
uploads
/2020/0
6/Myths
-TextTypeFeature
s-1.pdf

A

“Fairytale is a fiction story that
aims to entertain the reader
and to amuse or convey
cultural information that
influences behavior, such as
where it is safe to travel and
where it dangerous to go”.

“Fairy tales were passed down
orally to amuse and to convey
cultural information that
influences behaviour, such as
where it is safe to travel and
where it is dangerous to go.

https://i
d.scribd
.com/do
cument/
370106
469/Leg
endsmyth-aguideto-texttypes

A

The complication is pushed
along by a serious of events
during which we usually
expect some sort of
complication or problem to
arise.

Complication : the story is
pushed along by a series of
events, during which we
usually expect some sort of
problem to arise”. (Copied
from a journal by Anderson
and Anderson, 2003)

http://re
pository
.ummat.
ac.id/11
06/1/co
ver%20
%20BA
B%20II
I.pdf%2
0BNER
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%20BA
NGET.
pdf
D

“Learning in this study can be
defined as the process of
gaining knowledge, mastering
skills and character, as well as
forming attitudes and beliefs in
students.”

“Learning can be defined as
the process of acquiring
information and knowledge,
mastering skills and habits as
well as forming attitudes and
beliefs”. (Copied from a
journal by Pazliana & Hasliza,
2018)

https://j
urnal.ko
nselingi
ndonesi
a.com/i
ndex.ph
p/jkp/ar
ticle/vie
w/284/2
34

D

“Instrumental motivation is the
desire to learn a language
because it is useful for certain
'instrumental' purposes such as
getting a job, reading a
newspaper, or passing a test”.

“Instrumental motivation:
desire to learn a language
because it would fulfill certain
utilitarian goals, such as
getting a job, passing an
examination, etc”.

https://f
iles.eric
.ed.gov/
fulltext/
ED4969
70.pdf

F

“It gives readers advantages
are being able to predict the
purpose of the passage, the
main topic, and possibly some
of developing or supporting
details”.

“Skimming gives readers the
advantage of being able to
predict the purpose of the
passage, the main topic, or
message, and possibly some of
developing or supporting
ideas”.

https://b
rainfold
er.word
press.co
m/2013/
01/06/st
rategies
-forreadingcompre
hension
/

G

“Subtitle has two potential
benefits. Firstly, subtitles
might have potential values in
helping the language
acquisition process by
providing the learners with the
key to massive quantities of
authentic and comprehensible
input. Secondly, subtitles
might help to develop
language proficiency through
enabling learners to be

“Vanderplank (1988) gives two
potential benefits of subtitles.
One is that subtitles might have
potential value in helping the
language acquisition process
by providing the learners with
the key to massive quantities of
authentic and comprehensible
input. The second merit is that
subtitles might help to develop
language proficiency through
enabling learners to be

http://re
lp.khuis
f.ac.ir/a
rticle_5
33637_
d34566
4f9c7cf
785014
6578bd
c90ea39
.pdf
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I

conscious of new and
unfamiliar language that might
otherwise be lost in the stream
of speech. While students are
watching the movie, directly
they get some experiences
from the movie and it can
influence their understanding,
thinking, and moral value”.

conscious of new and
unfamiliar language that might
otherwise be lost in the stream
of speech”.

“Performance variable such as
hesitations, pauses,
backtracking and corrections is
one of the advantages of
spoken languange where the
process of thingking and
speaking occur at the same
time”.

“One of the advantages of
spoken language is that the
process of thinking as you
speak allows you to manifest a
certain number of
performances hesitations,
pauses, backtracking and
correction”.

https://d
onggoa
gus.wor
dpress.c
om/201
3/10/01/
awaludi
nsthesis2/

From these data, it can be concluded that some participants committed mosaic
plagiarism, namely participants A, D, F, G, and I. As previously mentioned, this
plagiarism occurs when a writer writes a sentence that is almost the same as the original
author's sentence or paragraph structure, and the writer adds his/her own words to the
sentence.
4.3. The plagiarism level of students
To examine the level of students' plagiarism level, the researchers run a
complete check of their theses to look for the similarity index of student theses with
data sources from the internet using the Plagiarism Checker X software. The result can
be seen in the following table:
Table 3
The level of similarity with sources on the internet.
No.
Thesis Code
1
TA
2
TB
3
TC
4
TD
5
TE
6
TF
7
TG
8
TH
9
TI
10
TJ
Source: Results of data analysis

Similarity Index
19%
12%
9%
22%
24%
20%
24%
17%
18%
15%
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The ranges used to examine the similarity index of students theses are 0-19%
(indicating a low level of plagiarism), 20-39% (indicating a medium level of plagiarism,
and up to 40% (indicating a high level of plagiarism (https://plagiarismcheckerx.com,
2020).
4.4. Plagiarism triggering factors
After conducting interviews with participants, the researchers found several
factors that triggered English students to commit plagiarism in writing a thesis. Those
factors are:
4.4.1. Poor time management
Some students admitted to plagiarizing because of limited time and deadlines. As
participant E said:
One of the reasons why I plagiarize is because of limited time. As you know
my supervisor gave me a deadline for submitting thesis revisions. Sometimes, I
only have two days to revise, so I take an idea from an article or journal and
make it a sentence and without a source. And because of the deadline, I
immediately copied and pasted a sentence and put it in my thesis.
In a similar vein, participant I said “Another reason that makes me plagiarism is
deadlines. Sometimes my supervisor sets deadlines for revision and sometimes I have
my target deadlines for myself so that I can do my thesis exam quickly”. In addition,
participant F argued “I have limited time to make the task you know, so I don't have
much time to paraphrase and give credit so that is why I commit plagiarism”.
The excerpts showed that some students admitted to plagiarism because of
limited time and deadlines. Some students want to finish their thesis quickly. So their
supervisor sets a deadline for revision. So this triggers them to commit plagiarism.
4.4.2. Laziness
From the results of the interview, participants agreed that laziness is one of the
factors that influence them to plagiarize. When a strong desire for receiving good marks
and laziness starts to arise in a person, then, he/she can commit plagiarism (Amiri &
Razmjoo, 2015). One of the participants, J revealed: “I did intentional plagiarism
because of the deadline and laziness to read a lot of journals, so I only read two articles
or journals and I combined them without putting a source”. Participant A also stated:
“Sometimes I'm lazy to paraphrase a text, so I do plagiarism by copy-paste the text and
add a few of my words and put them in my thesis”.
The researcher found that laziness makes students take the easiest way to
complete their thesis using plagiarism. They take sentences in a journal or article and
combine them with their own words. Then they form a sentence and claim it as their
sentence.
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4.4.3. Poor paraphrasing skills
Paraphrasing skill is very important to avoid plagiarism. When the student has a
problem with paraphrasing skills, accidental plagiarism can occur. Poor student
paraphrase can be caused by a lack of academic vocabulary (Gomez et al., 2016). When
interviewing, most of the participants mentioned that their paraphrase skills were still
low. As participant A stated:
Absolutely yes. Because paraphrasing skill is important, we have to look for
synonyms of the words in the sentence. When I paraphrase a sentence, I think I
paraphrased it well, but the plagiarism is still detected. That means my
paraphrase ability is still low.
Participant C also stated:
Yes, of course. Knowledge about paraphrase is important and we certainly
have learned about it in class. And it can prevent plagiarism. But, due to a lack
of vocabulary knowledge, we only change the words a little from a sentence. I
think that can make us do plagiarism.
Moreover, participant J provided a similar answer, she stated “I think yes, if it is
difficult to paraphrase a sentence, so they will choose to copy and paste the sentence
immediately, because it is more practical. As a result it could trigger plagiarism I think”.
Based on the excerpts above, some participants agreed that poor paraphrasing
skills can cause them to plagiarize. Some students stated that they thought they had
paraphrased correctly, but plagiarism is still detected. It means that some students'
paraphrase ability is still lacking.
4.4.4. Internet access
Several participants said that technological development such as ease of
accessing the internet is the factor that influences the occurrence of plagiarism. One of
the reasons someone commits plagiarism is because of the available information,
especially with the internet (Debnath, 2016). As we know, nowadays, everyone is using
a smartphone and laptop because it is easier to find information, especially for students
in completing assignments or theses. And also because of the copy-paste system that
makes students practice in completing the assignment and thesis. As participant D
stated:
I think internet access is also a factor that makes it easy for people to
plagiarize. It is very easy for us to copy and paste from the internet. You know
the internet provides a lot of information, a lot of journals on it, so people don't
have to read the journals, they just copy and paste the statement and change a
few words of the statement. And I have done it in my thesis.
A similar perception revealed by participant C:
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Plagiarism behavior is currently also supported by technological advances, one
of which is the global internet network. We can access any material. And also
supported by the copy-paste system. To be honest I often use the system to
make it easier for me to do my assignments.
Participant H also stated:
I think the information available on the internet is one of the causes of
plagiarism. Now everything is practical. In the past, we went to the library
looking for books and it took a long time. But now we can just type a keyword
that we want and it is immediately available on our laptop.
It can be concluded that plagiarism can increase because of the internet. This
happens because on the internet there are millions of information that we can access
anytime and anywhere.
4.4.5. Run out of ideas
Students admit that sometimes they run out of ideas to make a sentence, for
example, like an opening sentence. So it makes them commit plagiarism. As a
participant I said:
I did plagiarism because I ran out of ideas in writing a thesis. For example,
when writing the beginning of a paragraph from the background of the study, I
am confused about how to start so I take sentences from other journals that are
similar to my topic.
Participant D also said “I do it when I don't have the idea to make up a suitable
sentence”. Based on the excerpts above, we know that an idea is very important in
writing a thesis. When someone loses an idea, he/she will be confused about how to
arrange sentences correctly. So because of that, the students chose to plagiarize.
5. Discussion
The current study was designed to investigate the types of plagiarism and the
level of plagiarism that appear in the 2019 batch English students' theses of UIN ArRaniry, and the triggering factors encouraging these students to commit plagiarism.
To address the question, the researchers used Plagiarism Checker X software to
identify the types of plagiarism committed by the students in their theses. This software
can detect parts of the student thesis containing plagiarized works and display the
original source. Based on the results of the examination using the Plagiarism Checker X
software, the researcher found two types of plagiarism; word for word and mosaic
plagiarism. The research findings showed that some participants used the word
plagiarism in their thesis. The participants copy and paste sentences or paragraphs from
someone's writing without giving credit. According to Randhawa et al. (2015), wordfor-word plagiarism is the act of copying every word from the original text, without
making any changes, without specifying the source. This type is the same as copy-paste
and often occurs in the world of education.
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The second type of plagiarism that was committed by the students was mosaic
plagiarism. The findings showed that five participants used this type of plagiarism.
Mosaic plagiarism occurs when a student takes a sentence from a source, and then
changes or adds several words in the sentence without acknowledging the source.
Participant 1, for example, copied a sentence from a source and then deleted some
words at the beginning of the sentence and replaced them with her wording. While
participant 4, copied a sentence, and then added three words at the beginning of the
sentence. Both of them did not mention the source of the sentence. The findings are in
line with the result of research conducted by Randhawa et al. (2015) who reiterated the
common practice of mosaic plagiarism widely used by students.
With regard to the level of plagiarism committed by the students participating in
this study, the researcher found that the plagiarism level of the 2019 batch English
students' thesis of UIN Ar-Raniry as indicated by Plagiarism Checker X was still in the
low-level plagiarism range. Students’ complete theses were analyzed by using
Plagiarism Checker X. Findings of the study indicate that six theses were detected at the
low-level plagiarism range, namely TA (19%) TB (12%) TC (9%) TH (17%), TI (18%),
and TJ (15%). While four theses were detected in the medium-level plagiarism range,
namely TD (22%), TE (24%), TF (20%), and TG (24%).
In relation to the factors triggering English education students to commit
plagiarism, the researchers found five contributing factors; namely poor time
management, laziness, poor paraphrasing skills, internet access, and lack of ideas. Poor
time management relates to students’ inability to organize their time to work on
assignments given by their lecturers. As stated by several participants, they wanted to
graduate as soon as possible and were willing to plagiarize to be able to register for the
final examination. On this note, Selemani, Chawinga, and Dube (2018) who
investigated cases of plagiarism at Mzuzu University suggested that one of the factors
the students committed to deliberate plagiarism was poor time management.
The second triggering factor is laziness. From the results of the interview, some
participants argued that their laziness in writing a thesis encouraged them to plagiarize
the works of others. They did want to research and read articles that could be used as
references in their theses, so they took a short cut. They argued that some journals have
sentences that are difficult to understand, so they chose to copy and paste the sentence
and added a few of their own words, and claimed it as theirs.
The third factor is poor paraphrasing skills. Nine of ten participants agreed that
poor paraphrasing skills cause them to plagiarize. The participants stated that
paraphrasing skills are important and having good paraphrasing skills can prevent
students from committing plagiarism. The findings of this study confirmed that lack of
paraphrasing skills resulted in students’ inability to correctly paraphrase the works of
others. They usually changed a few words from a sentence. As a result, when their
theses were checked, by using plagiarism software, plagiarism was detected. This
finding is similar to the study conducted by Greenberger, et al. (2016) who explore how
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full-time online instructors perceive plagiarism due to misunderstanding and plagiarism
factors. They found that two main factors cause students to commit accidental
plagiarism, one of which is poor paraphrasing skills.
The fourth factor is easy access to online sources. Technological advances and
the internet help students to access online materials anytime and anywhere, helping
them to complete their assignments. Unprecedented technological development has,
among other things, contributed to the problem of plagiarism (Bahadori, Izadi, &
Hoseinpourfard, 2012). On this issue, Habiburrahim (2015) argues that "today, learners
can freely read thousands of books, articles, documents, and other significant reports
online" (p. 6). One of the participants said he took other people's ideas on the internet
and claimed it as his writing. Another participant said technological advances such as
the copy-paste system made it easy for students to plagiarize. Risquez, O’Dwyer, &
Ledwith (2011) emphasize the importance of technology enhanced learning, such as the
use of the internet, to develop students’ research and writing skills to avoid plagiarism.
The internet can be positive and negative, so we should be wise in using it.
And the last factor encouraging students to plagiarize is running out of ideas.
Two out of ten participants suggested that when they ran out of ideas, they tended to
look to online resources, which often resulted in plagiarism. As writing is a skill to
express ideas, thoughts, and feelings in writing, having ideas is one of the important
components in writing. The participant said that when she lost the idea of writing a
thesis, she would feel confused and stressed. So doing plagiarism is the solution.
6 . Conclusion
The current study aimed at examining factors influencing students’ plagiarism
practice, analyzing the types of plagiarism appeared in their theses, and determining the
level of plagiarism in their theses.
The result showed that there were several factors triggering students to
plagiarize. Poor time management, laziness, poor paraphrasing skills, east internet
access, and running out of ideas were mentioned as the reasons for encouraging students
to commit plagiarism. There were two types of plagiarism that appeared in the theses,
namely word for word plagiarism and mosaic plagiarism.
While participants of the study were detected to plagiarize some parts of their
theses, the plagiarism level of the 2019 batch of English Language Education students'
of UIN Ar-Raniry, as indicated by Plagiarism Checker X, was still in the low-level
plagiarism category. This can be seen from the results of the similarity index the
participants’ theses. Six theses were detected at low-level plagiarism (less than 20%),
namely TA (19%), TB (12%), TC (9%), TH (17%), TI (18%), and TJ (15%).
Meanwhile, the other four theses were detected at the medium-level plagiarism level
(between 20% and 30%), namely TD (22%), TE (24%), TF (20%), and TG (24%).
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