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Abstract

This research aims to criticize the perspective of Sam Harris on which he built his
philosophical and intellectual framework in his cognitive neuroscience-based
interpretation of multiple philosophical concepts such as belief, disbelief, morality,
and free will in his base research paper titled (Functional Neuroimaging of Belief,
Disbelief, and Uncertainty). This research relied on description, analysis, and
criticism. It describes Sam Harris’s core thoughts in his study on neuroimaging, and
then analyzes them and states their purposes and implications. Then it criticizes his
ideas, relying on two elements. First, the logical and philosophical and Kalam
argumentations to criticize his ideas and to explain the flaws in his knowledge
foundations. Second, relying on the neuroscientists’ views contradicting the theses in
Harris’ paper besides general scientific criticism. The research concluded that
consciousness precedes matter and not the opposite, and that belief is innate in the
human mind from birth and is one of the so-called necessary-knowledge that cannot
be refuted by material experiences. Thus, faith is an innate awareness and not a
purely materialistic cognitive state that can be reduced, or abstracted, and its level
cannot be measured by simply conducting tests through belief, disbelief, or
uncertainty about written prepositions.
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Abstrak

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkritisi perspektif Sam Harris yang menjadi dasar
kerangka filosofis dan intelektualnya dalam penafsiran berbasis ilmu saraf kognitif
terhadap berbagai konsep filosofis seperti keyakinan, ketidakpercayaan, moralitas,
dan kehendak bebas dalam makalah penelitian dasarnya yang berjudul (Fungsional
Neuroimaging Keyakinan, Ketidakpercayaan, dan Ketidakpastian). Penelitian ini
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mengandalkan deskripsi, analisis, dan kritik. Ini menggambarkan pemikiran inti Sam
Harris dalam studinya tentang neuroimaging, dan kemudian menganalisisnya serta
menyatakan tujuan dan implikasinya. Kemudian ia mengkritik ide-idenya, dengan
mengandalkan dua elemen. Pertama, argumentasi logis dan filosofis serta
argumentasi Kalam untuk mengkritisi gagasannya dan menjelaskan kelemahan
landasan ilmunya. Kedua, mengandalkan pandangan para ilmuwan saraf yang
bertentangan dengan tesis makalah Harris selain kritik ilmiah umum. Penelitian
tersebut menyimpulkan bahwa kesadaran mendahului materi dan bukan sebaliknya,
dan bahwa keyakinan adalah bawaan dalam pikiran manusia sejak lahir dan
merupakan salah satu pengetahuan yang diperlukan yang tidak dapat disangkal oleh
pengalaman material. Dengan demikian, keimanan merupakan suatu kesadaran
bawaan dan bukan keadaan kognitif semata-mata bersifat materialistis yang dapat
direduksi, atau diabstraksikan, dan kadarnya tidak dapat diukur hanya dengan
melakukan tes melalui keyakinan, ketidakpercayaan, atau ketidakpastian terhadap
preposisi tertulis.

Kata Kunci: Sam Harris; ilmu saraf kognitif; otak; pikiran, keyakinan agama
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0 Barrett, Justin L. Born believers: The science of children's religious belief. Simon and Schuster, 2012.

*! Bloom, Paul. "Religion is natural." Developmental science 10, no. 1 (2007): 147-151.

** Newberg, Andrew, Eugene G. d'Aquili, and Vince Rause. Why God won't go away: Brain science and
the biology of belief- Ballantine Books, 2002.

3 Helm, Paul. "John Calvin, the" Sensus Divinitatis", and the Noetic effects of sin." International Journal
for Philosophy of Religion 43, no. 2 (1998): 87-107.
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* Searle, John R. "Dualism revisited." Journal of Physiology-Paris 101, no. 4-6 (2007): 169-178.
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* Penfield, Wilder. Mystery of the mind: A critical study of consciousness and the human brain.
Princeton University Press, 2015.

% Leblanc, Richard. "The white paper: Wilder Penfield, the stream of consciousness, and the physiology
of mind." Journal of the History of the Neurosciences 28, no. 4 (2019): 416-436.
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7 Sperry, Roger. "Consciousness, personal identity and the divided brain." Neuropsychologia 22, no. 6
(1984): 661-673.

* Lestienne, Rémy. "Emergence and the mind-body problem in Roger Sperry’s studies." Kronoscope 13,
no. 1 (2013): 112-126.

¥ Sperry, Roger W. "Forebrain commissurotomy and conscious awareness." Journal of Medicine and
Philosophy 2, no. 2 (1977): 101-126.
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